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Following the Nuclear Energy Summit of March 2026

Open Letter to the President of the European Commission
14 April 2026
Dear Mrs von der Leyen,

weCARE is an alliance of European NGOs campaigning for clean,
affordable and reliable energy, which we interpret as being supplied to
consumers by an optimised, secure and cost-effective mix of nuclear and
renewable energy with decreased dependence on fossil fuels.

We were greatly encouraged by your remarks in Paris last month. We
noticed with enthusiasm your new vision on the place of nuclear and
renewables in the EU energy mix “Together, they can become the joint
guarantors of independence, security of supply, and competitiveness - if
we get it right — now !”.

Your acknowledgement that it was a strategic mistake to allow Europe’s
share of nuclear power to decline since 1990 marks a significant change
in European Commission thinking. In fact, EU energy policy during this
period unfortunately contributed to the nuclear decline. The Green
Deal, RePowerEU, the Net Zero Industry Act, the Clean Industrial Deal,
the Taxonomy for Sustainable Financing, the Renewables Directives, etc.
all prioritised renewables but not nuclear. The Taxonomy was later




supplemented by a Delegated Act bringing in gas and nuclear, but the
latter only as a politically-expedient “temporary solution” to help with
achieving net zero by 2050.

We in weCARE believe that EU energy policy should be promoting the
reliable supply of clean energy, economically produced through an
optimised mix, rather than focussing just on renewables. The choice of
which clean energy sources to deploy should be left to the Member
States, as per the Treaty, without imposing biases via, for example,
renewables targets. It makes no sense at all, technically and
economically, to be pushing for more renewables if nuclear power
plants then have to be curtailed to accommodate changes in the weather
as well as changes in demand. Nuclear and renewables are low-fuel-
cost but highly capital-intensive investments that need to operate for as
many hours as possible in order to be economically sustainable at
system level (at the cheapest cost per unit of electricity generated and
delivered to consumers) and repay those large investments. Therefore,
nuclear should operate in “baseload” mode, and wind and solar should
be responsible for integrating their own solutions for balancing their
intermittency at an affordable cost, including dedicated grid adaptation
costs. Only then would the EC’s much-vaunted claim of “technology
neutrality” be genuinely applied.

We therefore suggest that the Commission should now undertake an in-
depth review of all the relevant EU energy legislation and identify places
where nuclear has been selectively forgotten, sidelined or excluded. We
would then like to see amendments tabled, and new legislation
introduced to redress the balance. This should include not only the
promotion of SMRs but also lifetime extension of existing reactors and
new build of large nuclear reactors to reach the European net-zero and
security-of-supply ambitions, while optimising the overall economics of
the whole system for the benefit of the final consumers. It would
therefore need to go well beyond nuclear specific amendments and
cover issues such as the proper accounting and attribution of full system
costs, correlated prioritisation of funding, and a further structural
change of the electricity market design with a revision of the merit
order basing it on full costs.



That, we feel, could go a long way towards “turning the tide of declining
nuclear investment”, as you so aptly put it in your Nuclear Summit
speech.

We remain at your disposal for any further information /interaction you
would like to get from/with weCARE.

Yours faithfully,

A
il

Riéhard Ivens
For weCARE

richard.ivens@telenet.be
marc.deffrennes@hotmail.com
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(https://www.weca reeu.org/) describes the aims and specific activities
of the alliance and lists the current member organisations: Sauvons le
Climat FR, Patrimoine Nucléaire et Climat FR, Terrapraxis UK, 100TWh
BE, WePlanet FI, Jihocesti TatKove CZ, 18for0 IE, European Association
for Energy Security SK, Stichting Energietransitie en Kernenergie NL,
Nuklearia DE, Amici de la Terra IT, SEEN PT, Les Voix du Nucléaire FR

weCARE is listed in the EU Transparency Register under
number 473723535459-78,



